Mr. Morin’s Expectations
First off, I’d like to welcome you to our class.  Everyone is capable of being successful in this class and I will do my best to ensure that everyone is.  I believe it is important that students be aware of their teacher’s expectations, which is why the following information is being provided to you.  It is my hope that this will enable us to have an incident-free year in which everyone achieves their full potential.  It is also important to me that everyone in the class feels welcome, safe, and able to participate: that is the rationale for these expectations.  

· Students are expected to attend all classes, on time

· Students are expected to keep accurate and complete notes on classroom lessons and assigned homework

· Active participation in class discussions and laboratory activities is required

· Respectful and considerate behaviour is expected at all times

· No eating or drinking in class – exception: water in a reusable bottle

· Absolutely no electronic devices, other than calculators, to be used in class
· When you enter the room, open your books and quietly prepare for class

· Everyone shall dress appropriately and be respectfully covered
All students have the right to receive a good education, but with that right comes the responsibility to behave in a respectful manner which will not impede your fellow students’ rights.  In order to encourage students to follow the above guidelines, the following consequences shall apply:
Lates:  Three lates will earn you a 30 minute detention with Mr. Morin.  Late is defined as arriving at class after the bell!  A note may get you excused, however, it is your responsibility to provide one.

Absences:  An unexplained absence will earn you two (2) detentions with Mr. Morin.  In addition I will phone your parent or guardian to ensure that everything is alright.

Electronic devices:  Mr. Morin has neither a cell phone nor an Ipod and would like both.  If he sees yours in class (in use or not) he will confiscate it.  The first time he confiscates it you will get it back at the end of the school day.  The second time, at the end of the week.  After that, he will give the device directly to your VP . . . 
Dress code:  If a student arrives to class wearing something inappropriate (see your agenda), s/he will be given a choice: 1) Go quickly to your locker to get a sweater or shirt that is appropriate




2) Wear the shirt Mr. Morin has in class for just such an occasion




3) Go and see your vice-principal

Mr. Morin is well aware that you may not consider your attire to be inappropriate, but what matters here is that he does.  He will not discuss why with you until you have changed; he will simply expect you to follow the school and class procedures so that class can proceed.  Mr. Morin will be happy to discuss why your attire is inappropriate with you towards the end of class.
For a missed test:
Obviously you are not going to miss a test.  If you know in advance that you can’t be in class during a test (ie, you have a field trip, sporting event or appointment) you must speak to your teacher and arrange a time to write the test before the rest of the class.  This will be no problem.  However, if you miss a test and did not notify your teacher in advance you will get zero unless you can provide a doctor’s note for the absence.  You must come and see me as soon as you return to school, ready to write the test.
This is important.  Let’s assume you have missed a test on Monday and we don’t have class again until Thursday.  If you come back to school on Tuesday morning, you must see me on TUESDAY morning!  If you wait until Thursday, you will get zero even if your absence on Monday was legitimate!!!! Even if you have written the test (or a make-up) I will not count it until I have gotten in touch with your parent/guardian to confirm what your note said.  If this sounds very complicated please remember, it is much simpler NOT TO MISS TESTS!!!!!!
Please remember: if you have any trouble with the course ask me for help.  I am frequently available for extra help and may normally be found in the science office, rm 345 during my lunch and prep periods.  Apart from extra help, I want to know about anything that is affecting your ability to function in my class.  I mean this.  If your neighbour is being mean to you, tell me.  If you really didn’t think a joke I told was funny, let me know.  If I’m talking to fast for you to follow, ask me to slow down.  My goal is to make sure that you learn the material that is required of you, but my hope is that you will enjoy this class and this subject as much as I do.
